Endothelin-1 in peripheral arterial disease: a potential role in muscle damage.
The evidence for the role of endothelin-1 (ET-1) in endothelial dysfunction and atherosclerosis has been growing since its discovery. However most studies have focussed on cardiac disease and its role in peripheral arterial disease (PAD) is less clear. In addition to its role in the development and progression of atherosclerotic lesions in lower limb arteries, there is evidence that ET-1 adversely affects microvessels within the muscle and the viability of the ischemic muscle itself. This review summarises some of these findings which underscore the potential use of ET antagonists as an adjunct in the treatment of PAD.